é = July 16, 2023
‘. “ A],], S a]_nts Fifteenth Sunday in Ordsi,nary Time

CATHOLIC PARISH

Celebrating at St. Anthony & St. Joseph Churches

MASS SCHEDULES

A CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF BELIEVERS WHERE THERE'S ALWAYS A PLACE FOR YOU

Weekend Masses
Saturday - St. Joseph Church
4:00pm Mass
Reconciliation: 3:30pm

Sunday - St. Anthony Church
10:30am Mass
5:00pm Praise Mass
Reconciliation: 10:00am

Weekday Masses
St. Anthony Chapel

Tuesday and Thursday
7:00am

SA—Hearing assistance is available.
Ask any member of the Parish Team.

OFFICE INFORMATION

All Saints Parish Office Hours

Monday - Thursday
8:00am - 4:30pm
Friday
8:00am - 1:30pm
704 N First Ave
Evansville IN 47710-1632
Phone: (812)423-5209
All Saints Website
www.allsaintsevansville.org
All Saints Facebook
www.facebook.com/saintanthonyevansville/
All Saints App
1.812.575.4044

PARISH COUNCIL

Officers
Don Kuhr- Chairperson
Laura Ackerman-Vice-Chairperson
Kelly Snyder- Secretary
Mike Wathen- Treasurer

Members-At-Large
Justin Collins, Melissa Engler,
Charles Muller, LeeAnn Rasche,

Jim Schulz, Tim Stephens

Commissioners
José Ramirez- Building & Finance
Don Kuhr- Community Life
Bartell Berg- Faith Formation
Kathy Reitz- Justice & Charity
Laura Ackerman- Liturgy
Landon Wagner- Youth

2023 Community
Produce Giveaway

FREE produce to our Neighbors the following Sundays
are all at St. Anthony Church Campus
Starting at 3:00pm

S

at St. Anthony Catholic Church Campus

July 16 * August 20 *
September 17 * October 15

How Can You Help?
Bring your extra produce to our Community Produce
Giveaways and we will share the vegetables with
the community.

Giveaway

704 N. 1st Ave. - Evansville, IN 47710

Community
PRODUCE

Thank you for your continued support!

EVENTS
Saturday, July 15 Thursday, July 20
SJ 3:30pm Confessions SA 7:00am Chapel Mass
S) 4:00pm Mass Saturday, July 22
Sunday, July 16 SJ 3:30pm Confessions
SA 9-10am Light Breakfast SJ 4:00pm Mass

SA 10:00am Confessions Sunday, July 23

SA 19:30am Mas§ . SA 9-10am Light Breakfast
SA 3:00pm Veggie Giveaway SA 10:00am Confessions

SA 3:30pm Praise Music Practice SA 10:30am Mass

SA 5:00pm Praise Mass SA 3:30pm Praise Music Practice
Tuesday, July 18 SA 5:00pm Praise Mass

SA 7:00am Chapel Mass

Wednesday, July 19

SA 10:30am Soup Kitchen AED The Automated External
SA 10:30am Clothes Closet Defibrillators are located in the
back of St. Anthony Church near
o the restroom and the front west

T e wall in St. Joseph Church.

Vision Statement: We are called to be a faith filled family, who acts justly, loves tenderly, forgives freely and walks humbly with our God.

Pastoral Team

Sharon Vogler. . . . . .. PLC/Pastoral Life Coordinator, x109 . . . . . . . .. svogler@evdio.org
Fr. Zach Etienne . . . . . . Moderator. . . . .. ... ... . oL . zetienne@evdio.org
Fr. John Davidson . . . . . Sacramental Minister, x114 . . . . .. .. .. .. jdavidson@evdio.org
Fr. Steve Lintzenich. . . . Sacramental Minister. . . . .. ... ... .... slintzenich@evdio.org
Tom Bogenschutz. . . . . Dir. Ministries, x104 . . . . . . ... ... ... tbogenschutz@evdio.org
Brenda Meyer. . . . . .. Justice Minister. . . . . .. ... L L. bmeyer@evdio.org
AmyEger. ... ... ... Financial Coordinator, x103 . . . . . .. ... ... .. aeger@evdio.org
Machalle Walker. . . . .. Office Secretary, x108. . . . . .. ... ... .... mwalker@evdio.org
FatimaSeib. . . . ... .. Music Coordinator. . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... fseib@evdio.org
Chuck Adams. . . . . .. Maintenance Supervisor

TinaSchutte. . . . . ... Praise Music Coordinator

Darlene Steffe. . . . . .. Wedding Coordinator




July 2023 MASS INTENTIONS

For All Saints Parish
Saturday | 14 |Recorded Bob Koch
14 | 4:00pm Ed & Mary Greulich
Sunday | 15 | 10:30am Jeanie Hobbs
15 | 5:00am Parishioners
Tuesday | 18 | 7:00am Alfred & Billie Adler
Thursday | 20 | 7:00am Bill Becker
Saturday | 22 |Recorded Ann Volz
21 | 4:00pm Leo Mueller
Sunday | 22 | 10:30am Mary Hirshberg
22 | 5:00pm Parishioners

For the Year to Date Financial Report,

visit our website at allsaintsevansville.org.

From the Homepage, click on the
All Saints Parish tab; then choose
"YTD Financial Report”.

Reflecting on the Gospel of Matthew:

The Gospel of Matthew was not the first Gospel
written, but arguably has been the most favored
Gospel for Christians over the Church's history. It is
also the Gospel we will hear on Sundays throughout
this liturgical year. On Mondays, July 24 and 31 at
6:30 pm, Tom Bogenschutz will offer a presentation
and lead a discussion on Matthew's Gospel. We will
explore this Gospel's special character as well as
reflect on key passages. This will be held in the
Davidson Rm (parish office), but you can also join the
discussion online by requesting a Zoom invite by
emailing Tom, tbogenschutz@evdio.org.

All are invited and welcome.

It is Ordinary Time in our Church Seasons!
Check out the new resources we will be
putting on our GIFT webpage

&%

http://allsaintsevansville.org/growing/
Click on "Seasonal Resources” then click on Ordinary Time.
Enjoy!!

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 55:10-11 pg. 675
Romans 8:18-23 pg. 1300
Matthew 13:1-23 pg. 1159

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Wisdom 12:13, 16-19 pg. 931
Romans 8:26-27 pg. 1300
Matthew 13:24-43 pg. 1160

T

All Saints Parish July Lector Schedule
July 15
4:00pm Sr. Jane Michelle
July 16
10:30am Don Kuhr, Fred Mulfinger
5:00pm Susan Volz, Joyce Duncan
July 22
4:00pm Donna Cheatham
July 23
10:30am Dorothy Wilderman, Hans Bauer
5:00pm Liz Whitledge
July 29
4:00pm Gina Tucker
July 30
10:30am Jim Tolen, Nick Seib
5:00pm Chris Hamman
*

b

Confirmation 2023
Session 2 & 3 WITH SPONSORS THIS WEEKEND

Saturday & Sunday, July 15, 9:00am-3:00pm at the
Parish Center on the St. Anthony Campus.

Sunday, July 16, 9:00am-2:00pm at the Parish Center
on St. Anthony Campus. Lunch will be provided both
days.

Scan the All Saints Parish QR Code [W] |3
to see a link to our Online Giving -
page. Follow the prompts to give to
the Sunday Collection or to make a
donation to the ministry of your
choice.



mailto:tbogenschutrz@evdio.org

Justice Challenge

15" week in Ordinary Time
Saint Camillus de Lellis, whom we honor on July

18™ is one of the patron saints of those who are
sick. He himself was afflicted with illness, yet he
reached out to care for those who were suffering—
in hospitals, on plague-ridden ships, even on
battlefields with injured military troops. He risked
his own life to relieve the pain of others. Your
challenge this week is to reach out to someone
who is suffering—from physical pain, from
depression or sadness, from alienation or bullying.
Can you be the gentle hands and compassionate
heart of Jesus for him or her? Who is it in your
family, neighborhood or community who needs a
healing touch?

©Center for Ministry Development. Published by the
Pastoral Center / PastoralCenter.com.

15TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

ONCE YOU'VE
HEARD GOD'S
VOICE, YOU
NEVER
FORGET IT.

Family Faith Formation

Family Faith Formation

"This is my body given for you." (Luke

22:19) ...Awesome God

People reaching for God and God reaching for people.
We can't get there on our own.

As we begin year two, I'd ask that we take several
weeks this summer to pay particular attention to the
Eucharistic Prayer at Mass. What does this prayer call
us to? What does it say about our beliefs? Let's listen
to and meaningfully pray the Eucharistic Prayer. How
is our heart touched?

When the gifts are being taken up to the altar, do we
place ourselves in that offering?

What do we need to offer of ourselves to God each
week?

If you have time, look at the Eucharistic Prayers in the
missalette, pages 12-26.

Feel free to take a missalette home with you if you
would like to take time reflecting on the Eucharistic
prayers during the week.
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Sisters of St. Benedict, Ferdinand Mission Appeal

For over 50 years, the Sisters of St. Benedict of
Ferdinand, Indiana, with the support of the Diocese
of Evansville, have served in Peru, South America in
ministries of education, health care and pastoral
work. Sr. Kathy Huber will be speaking at Masses the
weekend of Saturday & Sunday, July 29 & 30. She
will be sharing greetings from the sisters in Peru
along with stories from the many years of ministry
that the sisters have provided to the people of this
country. An opportunity to continue to support the
work of the sisters will be offered.

Soil Conditions

| am a hopeless gardener. | never met a plant |
couldn’t swiftly kill with good intentions and poor
understanding of soil conditions.

Because really, it's all about the soil conditions — at
least, that's what Google tells me when | helplessly
search phrases like "Why aren’t any of my seeds
sprouting? Please, | tried so hard.” | can never seem
to match the right type of soil offering the right type
of drainage and texture with the right plant. | can’t
understand why it's not enough to bury the seed in
whatever ground is available, sprinkle some water
and ask it, very nicely, to grow.

This is also a quality that makes me a poor evangelist
to people who do not share my beliefs. How many
times have | encountered a friend or loved one who
left the faith, and | tried to coax them back by hurling
Catechism passages in their direction, offering advice
they never asked for and are ill-equipped to
understand? | sow these seeds of witness and bang
my fists in frustration that they rot where | plant
them, never realizing that it’s all about the soil.

It is Christ, and Christ alone, who works within the
heart. It is Christ who is the Sower of the seed, not
me. When | leave him out of the equation, when | fail
to offer the Person and instead only offer the
teaching, | can anticipate that any witness | have to
offer will rot where it is planted just as sure as a tulip
bulb in a bed of clay.

“..my word shall not return to me void, but shall do
my will, achieving the end for which | sent it.” — Isaiah
55:11

Check out our Ministries in Action!
A-Men’s Club:
3rd Tuesday each month, at 6:00pm SA

All Saints Parish Women in Ministry:
4th Monday of the month at 6:00pm

Becoming a Catholic?
Call the Parish Office (812)423-5209 SA

Bible Study:
Summer Break, will resume August 16
Children’s Choir:
On Summer Break, will resume Oct. 22
Contact Fatma at fseib@evdio.org
Children’s Liturgy of the Word:
Sundays at 10:30am SA
Covenant Choir:
On Summer Break, will resume Oct. 25

Family Faith:

Summer Break, will resume August 20
Praise Mass Groups:

Practice every Sunday at 3:30pm SA

—_y

Special Points of Interest

Anointing of the Sick: Please call the Parish Office. It is
best to arrange the anointing while the person who is ill
can participate.

Baptism of children should be arranged in advance by
contacting Sharon Vogler at the Parish Office.

Catholic Schools: Grades K-12, open to children of our
parishioners. Contact Sharon Vogler at the Parish Office
to ask about our policy of sponsoring students in Catholic
Schools.

Family Faith Formation: Religious Education for families
and children is available. Please call Sharon Vogler at the
Parish Office.

Homebound, Nursing Home or Hospital Visitation:
Call the Parish Office.

Marriage: Couples planning to be married should contact
Fr. Davidson at least six months before the wedding date.
This ensures time for adequate preparation.

New Parishioners: Call Tom Bogenschutz at the Parish
Office to receive our Welcome Packet and Parish Directory.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA):
Those wishing to become Catholic or learn more about the
Catholic faith may call the Parish Office.

Prayer Chain: Contact Machalle Walker at our
Parish Office if you would like to join the phone or email
prayer chain.




All Saints Children’s Choir

This summer we will have a special opportunity for the Children’s Choir to sing the National ll ‘ﬁ » Q
Anthem during the Otter's Game at Habitat for Humanity Night on August 3rd ‘e il d
(Thursday). Practices will be July 16 & July 23 immediately after the 10:30am Mass. Approximately 20 minutes.
Please attend at least one practice.

Children’s Choir is on summer break and will resume on October 22.

If you have any questions or are interested in joining, please contact Fatima Seib at fseib@evdio.org
Thanks, Fatima

Covenant Choir o Advertiser of the Week
'ﬁ_": :f‘ 5 Thank you Donut Bank for sponsoring the
The Covenant Choir is on Summer : } All Saints Parish Bulletin.
Break, weekly practice will resume Tl /,i\
on Wednesday, October 25 at 6:00pm. This bulletin is furnished to the Parish without
charge. The advertisements that appear completely
If interested, contact Fatima Seib at fseib@evdio.org defray all publishing costs.

Congregations Acting for Justice & Empowerment m BAJE

CAJE News

All Saints hosted the 20th Anniversary Nehemiah Action on May 1st. All Saints CAJE Network members brought
108 of the 435 people who joined together to act for justice. The A-Men's club turned out in large numbers to
help with traffic control and parking with special shout outs to Jerome and Jeremiah Echele, Roger Rogge, Jim
Tolen, both José Remirez Sr. and Jr. Sorry if not every man who helped is listed as you all did a good job. Also,
thanks to Sharon Vogler who taxied people from parking lots to the church. Bonnie Wink, Machalle Walker,
Sandy Bruno, Vera Gilbert, Ava Heidlinger, Karen Stewart, and Carol Wagner helped get people situated in the
church and gym. Lee Ann Rasche took magnificent pictures. Welcoming the community to St. Anthony Church
was made possible by your hard work.

With your support CAJE won commitments from Mayor Wennecke to commit to recommending $500,000 into
the AHTF for the 2024 budget. As well as, allocating $10 million in ARPA funds set aside for affordable housing
and informing CAJE about how those monies will be spent by the end of this year. Zac Heronemus, Evansville
City Council, indicated he would work towards forming a group to address ways to hold landlords responsible
for providing safe housing. Va Cun, new director of the United Caring Shelter indicated they are looking for a
program director for the crisis care unit and expect it to be operational 3-4 nights a week starting in the fall.

Thirty of us gathered at St. Wendel for the CAJE Celebration. The group made contributions or pledges to
support CAJE in its work for next year. If you have not yet invested in CAJE please send a check to CAJE at
P.O. Box 18172 or go to_www.greaterevansvillecaje.org and click on invest. Or, consider making a Qualified
Charitable Distribution from your IRA. Let CAJE know if there is a program that will match your investment. If
you know of a business that might be interested in investing in CAJE contact Brenda Meyer.

Finally, we are coming up on the start of a new justice cycle with CAJE. House Meetings will be offered in
September and October. Please join us as we gather information about unmet needs or injustices in our
community in preparation for the Community Problems Assembly in November.


http://www.greaterevansvillecaje.org/

Tri State Creation Care- o v , *6-'
Green Solutions for a New Era in Water Treatment . ‘1' A-Men’s Club of ] r

) All Saints Parish
Wednesday, July 26th, 6:30pm Central Library Downtown,
Browning Rm B Monthly meeting

. . . Tuesday, July 18
For a long time, too much raw sewage was being released into the

Ohio River and Pigeon Creek during significant rainstorms. Come and join us at 6:00pm !
Evansville has taken an innovative “green” approach to this St. Anthony Campus
problem and one part of the solution has been the transformation
of Bee Slough into a wetland that treats storm water in a natural
and Earth friendly was. Water and Sewer Executive Director, Lane Questions? Contact

Y(?ung aqd Wgyne Montgomery, EWSU Capital PrOJeCEts Manager, Roger Rogge (812)430-4550
will explain this project as well as other green efforts in the
“Evansville Renew” plan. All are welcome.

From the homilies recently...
Fr. Jay

Hear Fr. Jay's stories and homily at...
https://allsaintsevansville.org/category/homilies/

Fr. Steve

There is a legend about the early years of Jesus who was a carpenter. He was a master yoke maker.

We all have a lot of burdens. Many of us are filled with heartaches and labors. We have financial,
health, and family struggles. We all need to take a break, ask for help, share our burdens, be at peace.

When we have a yoke, we are moving forward. It is always good to move forward. Second, the yoke
shares the weight of the burden. Third, you're not alone. You are in step together. | think the gospel
today challenges us to find rest for ourselves. We need to be yoked to another, to Christ.

Hear Fr. Steve's stories at...https://allsaintsevansville.org/growing/livestream-all-saints-parish-5-pm-

mass/

Sometimes our burdens are so big, we need to be meek and we need humility. We need to be
grounded in ourselves. The power of humility comes home to the humble. In our burdens, we need to
go into our hearts and souls.

Jesus is humble. The true disciple is humble for we are yoked to Christ, moving forward, in step with
the Spirit of God.


https://allsaintsevansville.org/category/homilies/
https://allsaintsevansville.org/growing/livestream-all-saints-parish-5-pm-mass/
https://allsaintsevansville.org/growing/livestream-all-saints-parish-5-pm-mass/
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GOSPEL

The farmer is God. The seed is God's
Word. That makes the soil your heart.

If your heart is angry or stubborn, God's
Word can't sink in. If your heart is shallow,
God's Word can't take root. Instead, you
will worry about getting power or riches.
If your heart is discouraged by people
who hate God, your faith will choke.

If your heart is soft, God's Word will
change your life, and it will show.

PRAYER

God, help my heart to be soft. Help your Word
to change my life,

BECALISE YIBRANT
CHURCHES MATTER

@ DRAW

Draw a picture of a seed growing in good soil.



Discuveringh_:u:e and joy in the Catholic faith. July 2023
All Saints Parish

2LEILIES  Respond to the gift of the Holy Spirit
Meditations

Ciod loves us so much, He gives us the Holy Spirit, the Counselor, to lead
Reom for Ged what He values most — His only Son His disciples to truth (John 14:6). He
“Make room therefore for Christ, and | (1ohn 3:16) and His Holy Spirit in helps us to see. evaluate, and choose
refuse entrance 1o all others. When Baptism (Romans 5:5) so we ]]lﬁ‘ Christ. Call on the Holy Spirit

<when you're facing a difficult

you have Christ, you are rich and | 30 have access to Cod's
5 have need of {nothing) else.” e A T %, situation or decision.
5 Thomas A Kempas The Holy Spirit's % Take refuge in Him:
presence with the Every day, entrust
\i Give love entire Church vourself to the Holy
i One way to give thanks throughout WSpirit and dedicate
to God for all the gifts He the centunies your day to His service.
Has bestowed on vou is is as a comfort, Let Him guide your
to work for the poor and consolation, leader actions.
wulnerable. Sharing your gifis and guide. To accept Actualize Confirmation
with those less fortunate is this gift, we can ... graces: Upon our
how God intends you to use Listen for Him: 4 Confirmation, the Haoly
what He gives you. “Much will Spending time with £ Spirit fortified and empowered
be required of the person Scripture can help tune our our souls with His seven Gifis:
entrusted with much, and seill hearts to hear the “still simall Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel,
more will be demanded of the roice” {1 Kings 19:12) of the Holy Fortitude, Knowledge, Piety, and Fear
person entrusted with Spirit. The better we are attuned to of the Lord (Isaiah 11:2). When we rely
more” [Luke 12:48). (God's voice, the more likely we'll hear on the Holy Spint, we can overcome
Him amidst the noise of the world. temptations to fear, distrust, and
Say, “Amen!” Consult Him: |esus promised to send  selfishness with His powerful gifis.
The proper form when

receiving Communion is
to reply “Amen” when the
l' Fucharistic minister raises the

B Host or Chalice and

hy do Catholics fold
their hands when they

pray?

The custom of folding our hands God's will.
In some cultures today, such

as India and other parts of

Asia, clasped hands are also a

sign of reverence. In fact,
Mother Teresa was often
photographed greeting people

with this gesmure.

pronounces it “The Body
| (or Blood) of Chrise.” By
| responding this

way, you openly
state your belief

comes from ninth century Europe
where folded hands symbolized
obedience by those subordinate
ta the lord or king. This gesture
was also used by priests to show
respect to bishops. The faithful i
adopted it to signify obedience o L

in the presence

of Chnst in the
Euchanstic bread
and wine, as well as

in His Body, the
: Church.




Growing in Faith ~ July 2023 Page 2
ge

Use the Bible well

Foous on passages. The Bible will make more sense if
vou read the sections that are grouped together rather than

There's a saying, “Bibles that are falling apan u=ually
belong to people who aren’t.” The Church wants us to read

the Bible daily because it contains everything we need 0

know to live a full, Christian life. Try these ideas to
use your Bible well.

Choose the right version. We hear the New
American Bible during Mass but any of the
approved Catholic translations will do. Most
imporant is having a modemn edition that you
can understand. If you need advice, ask your
Pastor or priest.

Use the aids. The Bible contains cusioms
and terms that are foreign to us. Read the

introductions and footnotes for helpful explanations.

sentence by sentence.
blark it up. Underline passages and make notes in the
margins as you read to make vour book more useful.
Read aloud. The Bible began as an oral tradition.
Hearing the passages may help them become clearer
than just reading them.
Read slowhy. Let the words sink in.
Mace yourself in the scene. What would vou dof How
would you reacet?
Put it to use. What you read in the Bible will help
you find strength to meet the challenges of life. Don't just
read it. Live it.

from

cripture

Jesus used the parables in this Gospel
passage to emphasize the life-changing
value of the Kingdom. In the first
parable, 3 man discovers — seemingly
by accident - a treasure buried in a
field. Recognizing its value,
he sells everything he
has to buy the field.

In the second story,

a merchant finds a
valuable pearl afier
diligent searching. He
also sells everything to
possess the precious pearl.

By these parables, Jesus taught
that being part of God's Kingdom -
accepting His love for us and loving

others as He loves - is the only way

Matthew 13:44-52, The only
thing worth everything

to live that will completely fulfill our
hearts. God's unconditional love is
worth everything we have. If we
accept His invitation |He
forces no one),
our lives may
change as our
hearts change.
Finally; Jesus
compared the
separation
between the evil and righteous
io the sifting that happens when
a large catch of fish is brought ashore.
When we put our whole life in service
to God's love, then the individual
pieces fall into place around that love,
and anything contrary to it falls away.

O s there a special
g E“}mrl can pray for

of a serious
-ﬁ.l _ |Ilnes.-.?

lesus knew that sickness can bring
misery and isolation, and He dedicated

g much of his ministry to healing
every kind of illness — physical or
spiritual. He wanted us to see

in His healing ministry
God's saving power and
concern for His children.

The Church continues Jesus’
concemn for the sick in the Sacrament
of the Anointing of the Sick It is
administered by a priest to a baptized
person who may be in danger of death
because of illness or old age, through
prayer and the anointing of the body
with special oil. The effects of the

sacrament include a special grace of

Feasts &
Ce!ebruﬁu’ns@

July 16 — Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
[1251). The Blessed Mother appeared
to 5L Simon Stock in England, carrying
the brown scapular, a sign of her favor
of the Carmelite Order, and promised
whoever wore the scapular until death
would avoid the fires of hell.

July 23 - 5t. Bridget of Sweden
(1373). Bom in Uppland, Sweden
to nobility, she was a wife, mother,
reformer, and mystic. She is known for
founding the Order of the Most Holy
Savior, which was approved in 1370

July 25 - 5t. James the Apostle (15t

Cemtury). When Jesus called 5t. James
and his brother, 5t John, io become
apostles, they promptly left their
father in a fishing boat. He was one
of the three apostles to witness Jesus’
Transfguration.

July 29 - Saints Martha, Mary, and
Lazarus ( 1st Century). These holy
siblings often hosted Jesus &3
at their house in Bethany. ]
Although Martha was
corrected for being
anxious aboul many
things, Jesus rewarded
her tremendous faith
by raising Lazamus
from the dead.

healing and comfort, and the forgiving
of the person's sins.

Anyone baptized Catholic, regardless
of age. can receive the sacrament if his or
her health is seriously impaired. It can
also be administered before surgery and
can be received more than once if the
onginal illness gets worse or if another
serious sickness is diagnosed. Please see
your pastor or parish priest to receive
this important Sacrament.

T prrovwicde prastical biess thal peoenoe
faih ful Cahalic biving,
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July 16, 2023
15" Sunday in Ordinary Time

It's not uncommon to hear people complain that we Catholics often fail in communicating our faith. Fair enough.
We can and should improve there. But it's interesting to notice that Jesus himself was implicitly accused by his
disciples of a similar failure. This week in Matthew's gospel they are perplexed that he speaks to the crowds in
ambiguous parables. The Lord’s riddles leave many people more confused than before. He responds by pointing
out that his parables have an intentional dual purpose: to hide (for some) and to reveal (for others) his Gospel:
"Because knowledge of the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven has been granted to you, but to them it has not
been granted” (Matthew 13:11). Is Jesus being unnecessarily difficult, obscurantist, or, worse, elitist?

No. We have to remember that all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge lie hidden in him (c.f,, Col. 2:3). He is
the word of God from heaven to be planted in the earth of our humanity to bear great fruit. However, like a lover
delicately pursuing his beloved, we're dealing with a relationship, not new data. When we aren’t willing to
personally accept Jesus into our lives, the “info” of the Gospel will simply not make sense to us. It'll seem bizarre,
esoteric, or like incoherent religious-speak. But when we are willing to accept Jesus into our lives, everything else
starts to make sense. When others don’t understand the Church or the Lord, let's be patient. Love is patient.
Sometimes it has to hide before it is revealed.

— Father John Muir

©OLPi
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